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Glory: God Hiding in You and Me 
 
Introduction 

Every once in a while, history gives us a moment that feels larger than life. One of those 
moments came in the 1980 Winter Olympics (45 years ago next month), when a young goalie 
named Jim Craig helped lead the U.S. hockey team to an impossible gold medal victory. After 
the final game, Craig skated around the ice wrapped in the American flag, searching the stands 
for his father. Looking for the parent who had sacrificed so much to get him there. It was a 
glorious moment… A moment of connection… child to parent. That glory didn’t begin on the 
medal stand. It began years earlier—in early morning practices learning to balance on skates, 
unseen effort of falling and getting back up, sacrifices made long before anyone was watching. 

Readings 

Today’s Gospel and psalm invite us to reflect on a very different scene of glory: The Baptism of 
the Lord. A moment of connection between the Father and his Son. Jesus steps into the 
waters of the Jordan… No crown. No applause. No victory celebration. Surrounded by a group 
of sinners and a prophet calling people to repentance. 

Humility in Glory 

The dialogue between John and Jesus highlights the absurdity and reluctance of the moment… 
Jesus, who is sinless, insists that John Baptize him. Jesus demonstrates for us humility. He 
chooses to stand with sinners. He chooses obedience over recognition. And it is there, not on a 
medal stand, not on a throne, not on a mountain, not in a miracle—that the heavens open. 
The Spirit descends. And the Father’s voice is heard: “This is my beloved Son,” 

Approval anchored in Relationship 

There is something very significance about this historic event: Jesus has not yet preached a 
sermon. He has not healed anyone. He has not fed the crowds or raised the dead. The Father’s 
approval comes before any of his public success. It is an approval based on a relationship that 
has been forged over years of prayer discerning his Father’s will. 

True Worth 

We live in a world that defines our worth by achievements, wins, medals, titles, or results. But 
at the Jordan River, and at our own Baptism God speaks to all of us… You are my beloved—not 
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because of what you’ve done, but because of who you are. We are given an identity and a 
mission… We are his! 

Jim Craig’s gold medal moment was powerful because it revealed the character that had been 
formed over years of personal experiences within a family. A character forged in a relationship 
between a child and parents. A relationship that forged an identity visible in a specific moment 
in history. 

Anchoring Our Identity. 

But Jesus’ baptism reveals something much, much deeper: true glory is not about winning—it 
is about faithful obedience to the Father’s will. And here is something worth taking to heart… 
Craig’s gold medal marked the end of his Olympic journey. Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning 
of his. From the Jordan, Jesus does not go to celebrate: He goes to the desert… To 
temptation… To misunderstanding… To rejection. And ultimately, to the cross. The Father’s 
voice anchors His identity. Jesus knows who he is before the world tries to define him. And 
that is exactly what our own baptism does for us.  

When you were baptized, heaven opened over you too! Maybe not visibly, but truly. God 
claimed you and said, “You are mine.” That identity came in a family. It came before your 
successes and before your failures. It came before your best days and your worst ones. And it 
has set you apart and defined you. 

Something To Think About… 

So here is something to think about… The more a thing resembles God, the more Glory it 
has. And we have the privilege of experiencing today and every day, the most impressive 
presentation of Glory ever. The Eucharist. Jesus in the Eucharist is more glorious than any 
manifestation of God throughout history. When we approach Jesus in the Eucharist, we 
approach God more totally, more directly, more concretely than the children of Israel did 
on Mount Sinai. He veils himself… Hiding behind the appearances of bread and wine. 
Where he is more completely and truly present to us than we can ever imagine. And it is in 
receiving the Eucharist, if we are properly disposed, that we most closely resemble God. 

 
Conclusion 
 
There is something very significant and very important about our experience here at Mass: 
Something that requires our reflection… Something that reminds us of our calling… 
Something that defines us… A familial connection and a relationship are being forged 
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here. It is here that we experience the glorious. We are reminded that there is infinitely 
more glory in the Eucharist than there is in all humanity. Or any human earthly experience. 
When we leave here, we carry that presence of the glorious with us. The Christ who hides 
in the Eucharist, also hides in us and in our neighbors. It is the same glory that Mother 
Teresa saw in the people she served. It is that very glory that made her a saint. It is that 
same glory that is calling us to be saints. The thought of this is rich and filled with 
significance… God hiding in you and me, and in our neighbors behind our many human 
imperfections. 
 


