15% Sunday Ordinary Time 2026 — Homily 1

Our Ultimate Hope - Jesus Christ
A Special Time

Dear friends... This is a special year in our nation's history. We celebrate 250 years of
independence honoring the courage, sacrifice, and vision of those who helped build this
nation. Our country is hosting the World Cup bringing moments of unity, excitement, and joy
as people from every corner of the globe have come together in our land. There is a great deal
to be proud of. Yet we also know that beneath the celebrations, there is much frustration,
discontent and futility. Our nation remains politically divided and families are strained. And
there is confusion about what is true, what is right, and where our society is headed. Today’s
readings have a message we desperately need to hear.

The Kingdom of God and His grace... The reason for our hope.

Isaiah proclaims a beautiful promise. God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth. The rain
does not fail in its purpose. And neither does God's word... It accomplishes what He intends.
We are reminded that God's Kingdom does not depend primarily on us... It begins with Him.
The initiative always belongs to God. Long before we seek Him, He seeks us. Long before we
love Him, He loves us. Long before we respond, He pours out His grace. This is the mystery of
His divine grace. God is constantly sowing the seeds of faith, hope, mercy, and conversion into
the world.

Grace Requires a Response

The Gospel reminds us that grace requires a response. Jesus describes the Sower scattering
seed everywhere. Some falls on the path... Some on rocky ground... Some among thorns. And
Some falls on rich soil, where it bears fruit beyond all expectation. We know that God is
sowing the seed... The challenge is whether our hearts are prepared to receive that seed. The
Kingdom grows wherever people allow grace to take root.

A Deeper Insight

St. Paul takes us even deeper. He acknowledges the suffering, disappointments, and struggles
of human life. He tells us that all creation is groaning as it waits for redemption. This is not a
description of a dying world. Rather, creation is groaning with labor pains, awaiting new life.
That distinction is critically important. Labor is painful and frightening, but it is a sign that new
life is about to come forth. That is why we can be hopeful! Not because life is easy... Not
because society is perfect... But because God is faithful.
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A Story

A few years ago, there was a young mother whose husband was serving overseas in the
military. They had a little boy who was only four years old. One evening there was a terrible
storm. The winds were howling and rain pounded the windows. The little boy became
frightened and began crying. The mother held her son and tried to comfort him. "Don't
worry," she told him. "Everything will be all right." But the child kept asking... "Mommy, when
is Daddy coming home?" Sadly, his deployment had been extended and the truth was, there
was no way of knowing when or if he would return. And because of this uncertainty the
mother herself was exhausted, worried, and uncertain. As she sat down on the edge of the
bed and held her little boy... The child looked up again, and asked, "When is Daddy coming
home?" The mother gently brushed the tears from her son's face and said, "Sweetheart, |
don't know when he's coming home, but | know he will be coming home." The boy settled in
his mothers’ arms and smiled, closed his eyes, and fell asleep. The circumstances had not
changed... There was still uncertainty. The only thing that changed was that the little boy
trusted the promise of his mother. "She didn't know when her husband would return... But she
had faith that he would."

Christian Hope

Isn't that what Christian hope is like? There are important questions that weigh on our
hearts... Will our nation heal its divisions? Will our families be restored? Will our young people
return to faith? Will truth prevail over confusion? Will goodness triumph over evil? The Lord
assures us that... The Kingdom is coming, that His grace is at work, and His word will not return
empty. And so, we can rest in His promise... Like that little boy in his mother’s arms.

Something to Think About

So here is something to think about and take to heart... As we celebrate 250 years as a nation
and the many good things happening, we should thank God for the blessings we have
received. But we must remember that our ultimate hope is not found in politics, parties,
governments, or institutions. Our hope is found in Jesus Christ. The future of America, like the
future of every soul, depends ultimately upon whether the seed of God's word finds good soil
in her people. The Kingdom arrives through acts of faith and a commitment to conversion. One
heart at a time... One family at a time... One act of mercy at a time... One faithful disciple at a
time. Today Jesus asks each of us a simple question: What kind of soil am I? Am | allowing His
grace to take root? Am | allowing His word to transform me? If the answer to those questions
is “yes, | am trying”, then the Kingdom of God is already growing within us. And if enough
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hearts are changed by grace, families will change, communities will change, and our Nation
will change.

Conclusion

My friends, we may not know exactly how God will heal our divisions or renew our culture. But
we do know this: Our Father has made a promise. His word will not return void. And therefore,
no matter how confusing the times may seem... Our situation is never hopeless, because
Christ is risen, the Spirit is at work, and the Kingdom of God is drawing near.



